
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Catawba Two Kings Casino provides $10,000 to support two 
organizations aiding women, combatting human trafficking  

 
Compassion to Act and Justice Ministries each receive $5,000 

from the casino’s Share Change patron donation campaign 
 

 
 

Catawba Nation officials recently presented each of two local non-profit organizations dedicated to aiding 
women with $5,000 raised from patron donations collected through the Catawba Two Kings Casino’s 
Share Change campaign. Pictured at left are Trent Troxel, vice president, Catawba Nation Gaming 
Authority; Catawba Nation Chief Brian Harris; Mark Blackwell, founder and president, Justice Ministries; 
North Carolina State Sen. W. Ted Alexander; Debbie Gates, founder and president, Compassion to Act; 
Catawba Nation Assistant Chief Patricia Leach; and Kathy George, president, Catawba Nation Gaming 
Authority. A video of the presentation is available here (Password: TKC2023) 
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KINGS MOUNTAIN, N.C. (Nov. 1, 2023) – The Catawba Two Kings Casino’s Share Change program 
raised $10,000 from July through September for two local charitable organizations working to aid women, 
especially against human trafficking. 
 
Compassion to Act and Justice Ministries each recently received $5,000 through the campaign, which 
enables casino patrons to donate the remaining change on slot vouchers by dropping them in the Share 
Change ticket boxes located on the casino floor.  
 
With these donations, the program has provided $90,000 to organizations in local communities since it 
began in July 2021. The casino launched the Share Change program several weeks after its July 2021 
opening, and new charitable recipients are designated every three months by the Catawba Nation Gaming 
Authority’s board of directors. 
 
“The loyal patrons of Catawba Two Kings Casino once again have shown their generosity in supporting the 
Share Change campaign,” Catawba Nation Chief Brian Harris said. “We are glad to help these two 
organizations in their fight for the future of many women.” 
 
North Carolina State Sen. W. Ted Alexander also attended the Share Change presentation. 
 
“I want to express my appreciation to the chief and Two Kings Casino and all of the casino staff for this 
tremendous gift toward the issue of human trafficking,” Sen. Alexander said. “Compassion to Act and 
Justice Ministries are some of those non-profit organizations that are on the ground that are really trying to 
address the issue.”  
 
Compassion to Act is a faith-based ministry on the front lines of confronting modern-day slavery. The 
organization’s hands-on approach to liberating women means they’re in the clubs and on the streets, 
building safe relationships for women to find a way to freedom. The team commands rescue operations, 
short-term emergency safe-houses, and outreaches on location where women are being exploited. 
 
Compassion to Act goes beyond rescue to make dreams come true. The women it restores are often 
broken in heart and spirit but have a will to survive. The organization’s goal is to help them discover who 
they are and who they can be, starting with connecting women to drug and addiction rehabilitation, 
counseling services, trauma therapy, legal counsel and a community of trust and healthy relationships – all 
at no cost. 
 
“We are humbled and excited for the good this money is going to do for our city, our county and the women 
who are going to be saved and helped,” Debbie Gates, founder and president of Compassion to Act. “We 
always say that a little bit goes a long way, but this is a lot more than a little and so we really appreciate it 
and thank you for your partnership.”  
 
Justice Ministries is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization committed to combating sex trafficking and sexual 
exploitation of women, with a focus on rescue and housing. Its goal is to locate victims of sex trafficking 
and sexual exploitation, help them get out of their situation and into a safe place, facilitate an environment 
conducive to healing, and assist them in their transition to independence. 
 
“We want to thank Catawba Two Kings Casino and the Catawba Nation as a whole for considering us,” 
said Mark Blackwell, founder and president of Justice Ministries. “Thank you for coming along side of us 
and for this generous donation. It makes a major impact.” 
 
About Catawba Two Kings Casino Resort 
Catawba Two Kings Casino Resort is being developed by the Catawba Nation at a 17-acre site at 538 
Kings Mountain Blvd. in Kings Mountain, N.C. The site is near Interstate 85 Exit 5 and about 35 miles west 
of Charlotte. A temporary “pre-launch” gaming facility features 1,000 gaming machines, including electronic 
table games, North Carolina’s closest sportsbook to Charlotte, and casual dining. At full buildout, the 
casino resort project is expected to create thousands of construction and permanent jobs in the region. 
The Two Kings name celebrates the Catawba Nation’s history and hopeful future in their ancestral lands in 
North Carolina, paying tribute to the 18th century Catawba Chief King Hagler and the City of Kings 



Mountain. For more information visit www.twokingscasino.com, 
https://www.facebook.com/TwoKingsCasino/, https://www.instagram.com/twokingscasino/ and 
https://twitter.com/twokingscasino.  

http://www.twokingscasino.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TwoKingsCasino/
https://www.instagram.com/twokingscasino/

